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Miami asks to reopen stadium talks, team says no

FIU seeks
2 new hubs
in city core

With vacancies high, multiple
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BY YUDISLAIDY FERNANDEZ

Florida International University
is searching for a new hub for its
business school in downtown
Miami as it plans to leave the site
it uses in Macy’s department store.

The university is also in quest
of a second location in Miami’s
Design District or Wynwood for
more classroom and office space.

The search for the two sites
of unspecified size began in
September, with local property
owners in those neighborhoods
bidding to get the leases.

Office buildings shortlisted for
the downtown/Brickell lease are
1101 Brickell Ave., owned by
Florida East Coast Realty, and
1399 SW First Ave., owned by
Chestnut Capital.

Goldman Properties, which
owns multiple properties in
Wynwood, is the finalist for the
Design District and Wynwood
search.

Property owners that submit-
ted bids but didn’t make it to the
shortlist are Miami Parking Au-
thority, Scott Robins Cos. and
Dacra Development Corp.

FIU opened its downtown
center in 2005 to meet the needs
of the local business commu-
nity because the location is more
accessible for urban profession-
als with busy lifestyles.

In 2008, the university ex-
tended for two years its lease
with Macy’s on the sixth floor
of the retail and office building.
Macy’s didn’t return calls.

FIU’s downtown center of-
fers a master’s in business ad-
ministration for working
professionalsg with at least four
years of work experience.

The recession fueled a grow-
ing demand for the university’s
downtown MBA programs,
with most enrolled executives
based in downtown and Brickell.

University officials declined
to comment, citing the ongoing
lease bids.

As of Tuesday, the university
had yet to award leases for ei-
ther location.

BY JACQUELYN WEINER

Miami has joined Miami-Dade County’s
call to revisit Marlins stadium terms. But it’s
largely ceremonial, Miami’s mayor says.

The reason: Florida Marlins President
David Samson has already told the city he
won’t renegotiate terms for the stadium
garage, said Mayor Tomás Regalado, which
the city is funding with $101.4 million in
bonds. With interest, the city is expected
to owe $223.5 million.

“He [Mr. Samson] refused to reopen the
contract for the advertising part of the
Marlins garage,” Mr. Regalado said. “So I
don’t think that the Marlins will… reopen
the conversation with the county.”

And amid the attempts to recover public
money, Miami is mulling ballpark exten-
sions to planned, government-financed trol-
ley routes.

The Marlins’ $515 million stadium is
being paid for with $347.5 million in county
funds, $154 million from the Marlins –
including $35 million financed by county
bonds – and $13.5 million plus parking-
construction costs from Miami.

When the three-way funding contract

was inked, county commissioners believed
the Marlins were struggling and in debt. The
team refused to share financials, but com-
missioners OK’d funding anyway.

Then in August, reports emerged online
putting the team’s 2008 and 2009 net in-
come at $33.3 million – far from strapped.

Now the county wants some of its money
from $50 million in general obligation bond
funds back.

County commissioners voted Nov. 4 to
give Mayor Carlos Alvarez or a designee 60
days to “initiate dialogue” with the Marlins
and the city “to determine whether parties
would mutually agree to amend stadium agree-
ments to reduce public’s contribution.”

The mayor or designee is to return with
an amended stadium agreement or a report
on the status of negotiations.

As of Monday, Mr. Alvarez hadn’t con-
tacted the Marlins to revisit the deal, Suzy
Trutie, county assistant director of com-
munications, wrote in an e-mail.

The Marlins wouldn’t comment on re-
opening negotiations.

But the county does have the city’s sup-
port in renegotiating the agreement, voiced
through a resolution passed last week.

But some also made it clear they didn’t
expect much of it.

“This is ceremonial, the truth of the mat-
ter is,” Commissioner Frank Carollo said.

Meanwhile, the city is looking at ex-
tending three of its five proposed trolley
routes to the ballpark.

The Health District extension would
run down Northwest 12th Avenue, the
Biscayne/Brickell extension down South-
west First Street and West Flagler Street
and the Coral Way route up Southwest
17th Avenue to the stadium.

Alice Bravo, Miami’s director of capital
improvements, said a study looking at the
cost, ridership and number of trolleys
needed to add the extensions is due in
December.

While funding is in place for the first
few years, Commissioner Francis Suarez
said larger entities like the Marlins could
be tapped in the future.

“If you can demonstrate, I think, to
somebody like the Marlins that you are
able to get people there to the stadium,” he
said, “you might be able to get the Marlins
to participate and say ‘We’ll pick up the
gap’ because it benefits them.”

URBAN JOBS: Miami-Dade’s Beacon Council
got backing in its push for legislation that would
allow area businesses to finance redevelopment
projects through the state sales tax. The county
commission adopted Nov. 16 a resolution urging
the Florida Legislature to pass the Urban Job
Creation Investment Act, authorizing creation of
economic development zones. Businesses within
each zone could apply to receive benefits, includ-
ing a 50% reduction in state sales taxes, subsi-

dized unemployment insurance costs for those earning less than $4,500 a
quarter, a $1,500 corporate tax credit for full-time workers who have been
unemployed for 90 days and a credit against the corporate business tax.
STILL WAITING: No word yet as to whether a mystery communications firm
will expand, adding 180 jobs and invest $4.6 million in new facilities in Miami-
Dade or move to Argentina, California or Colorado. “We can’t discuss ongoing
projects,” Beacon Council spokesperson Ana Acle-Mendez e-mailed. The
agency, the county’s economic development arm, helped the company apply
for a Qualified Target Industry Tax Refund offering it $450,000, of which the
county would pay $90,000, to stay here and grow. The county commission
approved the incentive in late July, but it seems the company has yet to decide.
NOT A WORD: It’s not clear whether Miami is closer to securing a
Merchandise Mart-style business that would result in a new 2.5-million-
square-foot trade center, warehouse and office complex along with 3,000
new jobs, though it’s not dead yet. Beacon Council spokesperson Ana
Acle-Mendez said the agency couldn’t comment on an ongoing project,
which means the company may still be considering its move. The county
commission in March approved a $180,000 payout to bring the company
here and is to eventually consider a $3.9 million incentive.
TV TALKS: Miami-Dade may soon slither onto the small screen. The
county commission adopted Nov. 16 a resolution allowing local camera
crews to shoot and produce “Venom 1,” a reality show following the
county’s venom response team as it responds to and treats attack
victims. Produced by 2C Media, the company that brought us “Danger
Coast,” a reality series about county’s fireboat operations, the show has
been in production since July. Producers are to cover all costs and pay
the county $5,000 per episode. Chris Sloan, president and owner of 2C
media, said the series is expected to hit airwaves early next year.
HOSPITALITY JOBS: Miami-Dade County leisure and hospitality
jobs rose 2.7% in October to an average of 103,400 compared to October
2009’s 100,700.
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Building owners bid for FIU sites
as school aims to exit Macy’s space
BY YUDISLAIDY FERNANDEZ

With vacancy rates in double
digits in the urban core’s office
markets, several office building
owners submitted bids to become
Florida International University’s
new downtown home.

The university embarked on
two searches for classroom and
office space in the downtown
and Brickell areas and in the
Design District and Wynwood
neighborhoods, which first led
to three completed proposals
for each location and then a
shortlist of three.

Macy’s office and retail build-
ing at 22 E Flagler St., the cur-
rent home of FIU’s business
school hub downtown, was not
among the property owners that
submitted proposals for the
downtown/Brickell lease.

Macy’s representatives didn’t
return calls.

The finalists for the downtown/
Brickell search are 1101 Brickell
Ave., owned by Florida East Coast
Realty, and 1399 SW First Ave.,
owned by Chestnut Capital.

The property at 1101 Brickell
Ave. consists of 11-story and
19-story connecting towers that
have been undergoing a $12 mil-
lion renovation funded by its
new owner. Florida East Coast
Realty bought the class B twin
towers in 2009.

Commercial realty firm Tay-
lor & Mathis is representing the
landlord in the lease talks. Brian
Gale, the firm’s managing di-
rector, didn’t return calls.

The other choice is the class
B office building at 1399 SW

First Ave., with four floors and
30,835 square feet in size, ac-
cording to LoopNet, a commer-
cial real estate listing service.

Tere Blanca, president and
chief executive officer of Blanca
Commercial Real Estate, the
realty firm representing Chest-
nut Capital in the negotiations,
didn’t return calls.

Jones Lang LaSalle’s third
quarter office report stated that
FIU was touring the Brickell
area for up to 25,000 square
feet of space. But the lease so-
licitations don’t specify the
square footage sought.

The only finalist for the class-
room and office space search in
the Design District and Wynwood
neighborhoods is Goldman Prop-
erties. But the solicitation didn’t
specify the Goldman site offered
for lease.

Representing Goldman Prop-
erties is Tony Cho, president and
broker of Metro 1 Properties,
who declined to comment, citing
a confidentiality agreement with
his client.

The Goldman development firm
owns more than 20 commercial
properties in the Wynwood area
and is helping to transform this
once-desolate industrial area into
a vibrant commercial corridor
with art galleries, restaurants and
retail.

Among bidders whose propos-
als didn’t make the cut are the
Miami Parking Authority, Scott
Robins Cos. and Dacra Develop-
ment Corp.

Art Noriega, chief executive
officer, offered two floors of
office space within the parking

authority’s new 11-story head-
quarters building at 40 NW
Third St.

Courthouse Center Garage,
completed this year, encom-
passes 45,100 square feet of of-
fice and retail and an 844-space
parking garage.

The parking authority pack-
aged its bid with two floors of
office space and retail space, Mr.
Noriega said, but FIU required
more space than it could offer.

“I had some discussions with
them [FIU officials] subsequent
to the shortlist,” he said. “They
liked our space, but it was not
really big enough.”

The parking authority is still
marketing the floors and it could
even offer FIU the space again
for other uses, Mr. Noriega said.

“We are maintaining dialogue
with them to see if there are any
opportunities in the future,” he
said. “It’s just a matter of being
the right fit.”

FIU opened its downtown busi-
ness school in 2005 to meet the
needs of local business executives
with busy lifestyles who sought
an education closer to home.

Modesto A. Maidique Cam-
pus, FIU’s main campus, is far
west of downtown in Tamiami.

In 2008, the university ex-
tended its lease with depart-
ment store Macy’s for two
years on the sixth floor of its
downtown building in space
once used for company offices
when the store was branded
Burdines and was headquarters
for Burdines operations in the
state. Macy’s has since re-
trenched markedly downtown.

T H E  L A S T  W O R D
ENHANCING DOLLARS: Miami’s Community Redevelopment
Agency is putting money to buy planters and install
lighting near AmericanAirlines Arena to improve the
pedestrian experience of sports fans, concertgoers
and visitors who go to the arena. The agency has
hired Florida Power & Light to double the wattage on
65 street lights from Northeast Sixth to 11th streets
and from Miami Avenue to Biscayne Boulevard. It’s
also buying 75 large planters to place around several
downtown streets and avenues to replace parking
meters no longer used and expand areas where
pedestrians can walk on their way to events down-
town. “The CRA has made clear that we are committed to making
downtown a more walkable and safe area, especially for the influx of
visitors we are receiving due to the increased interest in the Miami
Heat,” said Miami Commissioner Richard Dunn, chairman of the South-
east Overtown/Park West agency. The enhancement project’s second
phase is to include the area surrounding the Adrienne Arsht Center for
the Performing Arts.
MIAMI JOBS: Miami-Dade County’s seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate rose slightly in October to 13% from September’s 12.9%,
according to The Beacon Council. Year over year, October’s seasonally
adjusted unemployment rate climbed 1.5 percentage points from October
2009’s 11.5%. Despite the slight rise in unemployment, about 4,800 jobs
were added between September and October, with 1,300 in leisure and
hospitality, 1,300 in local government, 700 in area hospitals, 400 in
manufacturing, 400 in wholesale trade, 300 in state government, 300 in the
finance and insurance sector and 100 in air transportation.
NEW PLAN:  Newly-elected county commissioners Lynda Bell, district
nine, and Jean Monestime, district two, became the
newest board members of the county’s Metropolitan
Planning Organization, a federally-mandated organi-
zation that channels federal funds for transportation
projects.
BIKE SAFETY: The county’s Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization is to participate in “ThinkBike
Workshops,” a multi-city initiative bringing Dutch
bicycle experts into American cities to assist in mak-
ing roads more bike friendly. The workshops are to
have team members survey city streets on bikes to assess current
conditions and to then discuss where improvements could be made.
TOURISM AWARD: The Miami Dade Public Schools Academy of

Hospitality and Tourism honored the Greater Miami &
The Beaches Hotel Association president and CEO
Wendy Kallergis, Hilton Miami Airport’s director of
human resources Odalys Martinez, The Shelbourne
Beach Resort South Beach’s managing partner Keith
Menin and Florida International University’s School
of Hospitality & Tourism interim dean Joan S.
Remington with the South Florida Tourism Profes-
sional of the Year award.
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